
 
 
Sussex County Committee Meeting Minutes 

4/21/2023 
Attendees (13): Maureen Cianci (Sussex County HD), Claudia Pelaez Yepez (Sussex County HD), Daniel 
Wikstrom (NJHC), Trixy Thibodeau (Atlantic Health), Deborah Fisher (Sussex County Health Crisis 
Workgroup) Haley McCracken (Project Self Sufficiency) Ryan Moulton (Rutgers Cancer Institute of New 
Jersey Community Outreach and Education), Erika Brown (ScreenNJ), Gladys Harris (The Olive Group), Katie 
Bisaha (NJHQI), Michaela Novo (Atlantic Health System), Steven Levinson, Gilbert Baez (Atlantic Health 
System) 
Call to Order: Claudia Pelaez Yepes called the meeting to order at 11:05 am. 
CHIP Implementation Discussion: 

The Sussex County CHIP is published on the Sussex County Committee page on 
www.NJHealthMatters.org. Starting in May, the NJHC will begin to collect impact data from CHIP 
contributors. If you contributed to the CHIP, you will be asked to provide 2022 impact data for the 
interventions your organization provided by July 1st. 

Effective strategies for obtaining impact data from partners 
• Survey is preferable 

o Ensure data-sharing agreement is in place with partners who require  

Screen NJ Discussion: 
NJHC Partners who expressed a willingness to share and publicize future cancer screening 
educational webinars with referrals will be contacted with promotional materials in the future and 
encouraged to share within their professional network, as well as with clients and patients when 
possible. 

Effective strategies for recruiting (1) NJ Residents; (2) Nutrition Insecure NJ Residents; (3) Low-income 
families, and child care providers; (4) Sussex County Females 

•  Sussex county has the highest rate of late-stage diagnosis of lung cancer in females; 
high amounts of radon (risk factor for lung cancer) 

o Provide Radon testing kits to attendees 
 RCINJ is developing a curriculum for education on environmental 

cancer risks (e.g., carcinogens, toxins, radon) 
o Smokers can be provided resource list for smoking cessation 
o Remediation resources for those who have radon, as well as support for 

individuals who can’t afford remediation 
• Provide advertising to non-internet users 

o Libraries, foodbanks, grocery stores (sticker on cash registers; advertising on 
grocery carts) 

o Group viewing of webinars in-person at group meeting places (e.g., libraries) 

Subcommittees:  
Many people expressed interest in leading and joining subcommittees in Sussex County. If you are 
interested in joining and are not on the subcommittee interest list, please contact 
info@njhealthmatters.org  

https://www.njhealthmatters.org/content/sites/njhc/2022_CHIPs/Sussex_County_New_Jersey_CHIP_2022.pdf
http://www.njhealthmatters.org/
mailto:info@njhealthmatters.org


 
Subcommittee Discussion 

• Sussex Child Health Crisis Workgroup: Obesity intertwines with nutrition, physical 
activity, and maternal & child health. Target population is parents, especially young 
parents. 

• May be better to combine physical activity, nutrition, and obesity, depending on 
what individual members would like to focus on. 

Community Resource Sharing/Needs and Leads: 
•  NJHC: (1) All Chair positions are now filled, however chair-elect positions, as well as 

officer-elect positions (President, Treasurer, Secretary) for 2024 and beyond are 
open. Please reach out to info@njhealthmatters.org if you are interested in a future 
leadership position. (2) The NJHC is looking to partner with more institutions of 
higher education. If any partners have contacts with colleges and universities in the 
area, we encourage partners to connect them to the collaborative. (3) The NJHC 
2022 Annual Report has now been published, please view it here. 

• Sussex County Health Crisis Workgroup: Successful workshop for teachers, 26 
teachers and one school nurse attended. 

• Project Self Sufficiency: Breast Cancer Survivor Celebration on June 10th from 10-
1pm looking for contributors. Utility assistance application assistance and advocacy. 
Food Pantry is open. High School equivalency program is running. Virtual offerings 
for parenting and womens support groups are open.  

• Rutgers Cancer Institute of New Jersey: We are available to travel to anywhere in 
the state to provide cancer screening and prevention education. We provide 
educational workshops available. You can reach out to Ryan Moulton to schedule a 
presentation virtually or in person. 

• Atlantic Health System: Virtual programs and exercise classes are still running. 
Please reach out to communityhealth@atlantichealth.org to receive our community 
health program. We are providing smoking cessation programs to organizations so 
please reach out if you are interested. 

• Sussex County HD: We are looking to send out a nutrition factsheet out for primary 
prevention/cancer prevention. Please reach out if you are interested in receiving. 
NJ211 is a great resource for referrals and resources. Just dial 211 to be connected to 
local resources. 

Adjournment 
Claudia Pelaez Yepes adjourned at 11:58 am. 
Chat: 
Daniel Wikstrom 

https://www.njhealthmatters.org/content/sites/njhc/2022_CHIPs/Sussex_County_New_Jersey_CHI
P_2022.pdf  

 info@njhealthmatters.org  
Ryan Moulton 

mailto:info@njhealthmatters.org
https://www.njhealthmatters.org/content/sites/njhc/Annual_Reports/2022_NJHC_Annual_Report.pdf
mailto:communityhealth@atlantichealth.org
https://www.njhealthmatters.org/content/sites/njhc/2022_CHIPs/Sussex_County_New_Jersey_CHIP_2022.pdf
https://www.njhealthmatters.org/content/sites/njhc/2022_CHIPs/Sussex_County_New_Jersey_CHIP_2022.pdf
mailto:info@njhealthmatters.org


 
Regarding the Radon awareness event, we are in the process of developing a curriculum that talks 
about Cancer & the Environment, which will more than likely include some information on radon 
exposure & increased risk of cancer, so we can absolutely provide the education for that event 
assuming the curriculum will be completed by then 

Daniel Wikstrom 
https://www.njhealthmatters.org/content/sites/njhc/resource_library/Sussex_County_Health_Crisi
s_Workgroup/Sussex_County_School_Health_and_Wellness_Resource_Guide_Winter_2022-23.pdf  

 ^Sussex County Health Crisis Workgroup  School Resource Guide 
https://www.njhealthmatters.org/content/sites/njhc/Annual_Reports/2022_NJHC_Annual_Report.
pdf  

Ryan Moulton 
outreach@cinj.rutgers.edu  - to schedule educators for a virtual or in-person workshop, request 
materials, or request an educator to table at an outreach event 

 my email: rm1231@cinj.rutgers.edu  
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https://rutgers.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_aeB70mHAlbezxrL
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